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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants request that citation 
and examination of the reference identified on the attached PTO/SB/08a form, a copy of which is 
enclosed herewith in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.98, be made during the prosecution of the 
above-referenced application for United States Letters Patent. 
I. SUBMITTED FOREIGN PATENT REFERENCES 



Cite Number 


Patent Number 


Country 


Date of Publication 




JP 2002-270377 


JP 


September 20, 2002 




JP 2002-280187 


JP 


September 27, 2002 




JP 2003-272849 


JP 


September 26, 2003 




JP 2004-095199 


JP 


March 25, 2004 



Transmittal of Information Disclosure Statement 
Page 2 



II. EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE 

The above-identified Japanese references were made of record in the counterpart 
Japanese patent application JP 2002-288226. 

III. REMARKS 

None of the references are in English. A machine translation for each one is enclosed. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. section 1.97(g)), an admission that the 
information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material 
information exists. The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as 
an admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1 135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 

Applicants submit herewith a payment via the electronic submission process in the 
amount of $180.00, the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) for submission of an information 
disclosure statement under § 1.97(c). The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees which may be required, or to credit any overpayments to Account No. 1 9-3 140. 



Respectfully submitted, 




By: /David R. Metzger/ 

David R. Metzger 
Registration No. 32,919 
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